1853]
FARRINGFORD.
365
from the haunts of men. " If society were what it is not," wrote Lady Taylor to Aubrey de Vere, " it might be well to give up something for it." Society being what it is, he determined to quit Twickenham and to live a country life of earnest work, only seeing his many friends from time to time. When my mother and he went down to look at Farringford, they crossed the Solent in a rowing boat on a still November evening, and " One dark heron flew over the sea, backed by a daffodil sky."
Next day, as they gazed from the drawing-room window out through the distant wreath of trees towards a sea of Mediterranean blue, with rosy capes beyond, the down on the left rising above the foreground of undulating park, golden-leaved elms and chestnuts, and red-stemmed pines, they agreed that they must if possible have that view to live with.
Nov. \^th, 1853. My father writes: "I wrote on Friday to acceptl the house (Farringford), I also wrote to-day to Moxon to advance one thousand pounds, four hundred pounds he owes me, the odd six hundred to be paid if he will in March when I get my moneys in. Why I did it ? Because by buying safe debentures in the East Lincolnshire Line for two thousand five hundred pounds, with that and five hundred2 a year I think we ought to get on...Venables and Chapman agree in the propriety of the investment. Seymour has sent no papers yet. I don't know what is to be done with Laurence: it would be in the highest degree inconvenient for me to come back from the Isle of Wight to sit for him. Fitz would, I have no doubt, let him have his old sketch of me."
Accordingly on November the 24th, having taken the house on trial, they left Twickenham, and on the
1 To lease the house with the option of buying it.
2 The sum which since 1850 he had made from his books.
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